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attempt to reconcile the apparent contradiction. < Some
of you shall they put to death . . . and there shall not a
hair of your head perish/
This paradoxical position—that pleasure is necessary for
us, and yet that it is not to be sought; that this world is
to be renounced, and yet that it is noble and glorious—
might, if it had been taken up by a philosopher, have been
regarded as a subtlety which it would be impossible to
act upon.    Hut as the law laid down by a King and Mas-
ter of mankind, every word of whom was treasured up
and acted out with devotion, it lias had a surprising in-
llueut'c upon human affairs.    In the times of the Roman
Emperors there appeared a sect which distinguished itself
by the assiduous attention which it bestowed upon the
bodily wants of numkind.    This sect set the first example
of a homely practical philanthropy, occupying itself with
the relief of ordinary human sufferings, dispensing food
and clothing to the destitute and starving.    At the same
period there appeared a sect which was remarkable for
the contempt in which it held human suffering.    Eoman
magistrates were perplexed to find, when it became neces-
sary to coerce this sect by penal inflictions, that bodily
pnins, tortures, and death itself were not regarded as evils
by its members.    These two sects appeared to run into
contrary extremes.    The one seemed to carry their re-
gard for the body to the borders of effeminacy ; the other
pushed Stoical apathy almost to madness.    Yet these two
sects were one and the same—the Christian Church.  And
though within that body every conceivable corruption has
at some time or other sprung up, this tradition has never
been long lost, and in every age the Christian temper has

